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N
ational Innovation Foundation has been pursuing the m

ission
of m

aking India innovative and a creative society since 2000
w

ith the active support of D
epartm

ent of S
cience and

Technology, G
overnm

ent of India. W
e have not been equally

successful in scouting and docum
enting innovations and

traditional know
ledge practices in every state.

Thanks to the support of volunteers of H
oney Bee netw

ork, w
e

have been able to discover m
any unsung heroes and heroines

of our society w
ho have solved local problem

s w
ithout any outside

help.

D
espite various constraints, N

IF has put together a sm
all book

celebrating creativity, innovations and traditional know
ledge from

G
ujarat. I am

 conscious of its lim
itation in term

s of coverage
and outreach. But if w

e could uncover so m
any exam

ples of

the ability of local com
m

unities and individuals to solve problem
s

on their ow
n w

ithout outside help, how
 m

uch m
ore can be done

if state and private sector agencies join hands w
ith N

IF actively.
I invite the state governm

ent and its various organs to actively
support our quest to uncover m

any m
ore creative com

m
unities

and individuals in rural and urban areas. N
IF w

ill then help in
building value chain around them

.

The book is divided in three parts. The m
echanical innovations

developed by innovators from
 G

ujarat are covered in part one.
Selected exam

ples of herbal traditional know
ledge are given in

part tw
o. The innovations from

 other parts of the country suitable
for the developm

ent of G
ujarat are given in part three.

By no stretch of im
agination, could w

e claim
 that w

e have
achieved a great deal. W

e have m
erely m

ade a sim
ple point.
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solve problem
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n w
ithout outside help, how
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uch
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ore can be done if state and private sector agencies join

hands w
ith N
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I invite the state governm
ent and its various organs to actively

support our quest to uncover m
any m

ore creative com
m

unities
and individuals in rural and urban areas. N

IF w
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building value chain around them
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The book is divided in tw
o parts. Selected exam

ples of herbal
traditional know

ledge are given in part one. The innovations
from

 other parts of the country suitable for the developm
ent in

the H
im

alayan region are given in part tw
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By no stretch of im
agination, could w

e claim
 that w

e have
achieved a great deal. W

e have m
erely m

ade a sim
ple point.

There are a large num
ber of know

ledge rich people w
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There are a large num
ber of people w

ho m
ay not have been

educated m
uch, m

ay in fact be econom
ically poor also, but still

have the ability to solve a few
 problem

s so w
ell.

The challenge really is to w
ork out a synergy so that no creative

voice rem
ains unheard, and no solution rem

ains localized and
unrecognized. By adapting public policy in support of grassroots
innovators and traditional know

ledge holders, w
e can m

ake
econom

ic developm
ent process m

ore inclusive and sustainable.

This book on innovations has been com
piled at the request of

D
r Vijay Kelkar, C

hairm
an, Finance C

om
m

ission and M
em

ber,
G

overning C
ouncil of the N

ational Innovation Foundation
as a tribute to the creativity and innovation at grassroots. This
presentation is part of a series of innovation com

pendium
prepared for each State of India. W

e hope this w
ill be follow

ed

G
U

JA
R

A
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N
O
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A

TES

up in the form
 of concrete policy and institutional initiatives in

each State to em
pow

er creative people to im
prove the quality of

life of com
m

on people and thus prom
ote inclusive grow

th.

It is m
y belief that such exam

ples w
ill act as spur for other State

governm
ent departm

ents to look for creative efforts of their staff
and users at ground level. I hope that N

IF w
ill have the opportunity

to w
ork closely w

ith the State governm
ent in future and expand

know
ledge base, add value to selected technologies and help

them
 diffuse through com

m
ercial and non com

m
ercial social

channels for im
proving the livelihood of the m

ajority of the people.

R
. A

. M
ashelkar, FR

S
C

hairperson, G
overning C

ouncil
N

ational Innovation Foundation, Ahm
edabad
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y belief that such exam

ples w
ill act as spur for other State

governm
ent departm

ents to look for creative efforts of their staff
and users at ground level. I hope that N

IF w
ill have the opportunity

to w
ork closely w

ith the State governm
ent in future and expand

know
ledge base, add value to selected technologies and help

them
 diffuse through com

m
ercial and non-com

m
ercial social

channels for im
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To m
ake Indian developm

ent process m
ore inclusive, there is

no escape from
 building upon creative and innovative

experim
ents pursued by com

m
on people at village or sem

i-
urban level. M

any of these experim
ents lead to developm

ent of
innovations, w

hich can im
prove productivity and generate

em
ploym

ent. H
ow

ever, the purpose of a particular innovator
m

ay often be to solve his problem
. There is no m

echanism
available for him

 to share the know
ledge, innovation or practice

w
ith other people in different regions. Som

etim
es, ideas and

innovations get diffused through w
ord of m

outh. But m
any tim

es,
these ideas rem

ain localized. In the process, potential grow
th

and social developm
ent gets constrained. To overcom

e this
constraint, H

oney Bee N
etw

ork w
ith a handful of volunteers

triggered a m
ovem

ent, tw
enty years ago to scout, spaw

n and
sustain the unaided innovations and outstanding traditional
know

ledge from
 the inform

al sector of our country.

D
raw

ing upon this experience, N
IF (N

ational Innovation
Foundation) w

as set up in 2000 w
ith the help of D

epartm
ent of

Science and Technology, G
overnm

ent of India to scale up the
idea of learning from

 grassroots innovators.

U
nder the inspiring leadership of D

r. R
. A

. M
ashelkar,

C
hairperson N

IF and form
er D

irector G
eneral, C

ouncil of
Scientific and Industrial R

esearch (C
SIR

 ), N
IF has taken m

ajor
initiatives to serve the know

ledge-rich, econom
ically poor people

of the country. It is com
m

itted to m
ake India innovative by

docum
enting, adding value, protecting the intellectual property

rights of the contem
porary unaided technological innovators,

as w
ell as of outstanding traditional know

ledge holders. It aim
s

at prom
oting lateral learning am

ong local com
m

unities to
generate low

 cost affordable solutions of the persistent and
em

erging problem
s, and enhance the diffusion of innovations

on a com
m

ercial as w
ell as non-com

m
ercial basis.

H
ow

 does N
IF w

ork?

P
rim

arily, N
IF has five functions:  (a) S

couting and
docum

entation, (b) Value addition and research and

B
u

ild
in

g
 a B

rid
g

e w
ith

 G
rassro

o
ts In

n
o

vato
rs in

 In
fo

rm
al S

ecto
r

1 The H
oneybee collects pollen from

 the flow
ers  but they are not im

poverished,
in the process links one flow

er to another enabling cross-pollination. S
im

ilarly,
the H

oney B
ee N

etw
ork strengthens people-to-people contacts, learning and

netw
orking by pooling the solutions developed by individuals across the w

orld

in different sectors. The netw
ork acknow

ledges the innovators, traditional
know

ledge producers and com
m

unicators so that they do not rem
ain

anonym
ous.
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developm
ent, (c) Business developm

ent and M
icro Venture, (d)

Intellectual Property R
ights protection and (e) D

issem
ination,

database developm
ent and IT applications.

N
IF has been entrusted w

ith the responsibility of building a
N

ational R
egister of G

rassroots Innovations and Traditional
Know

ledge.  It is not enough to docum
ent or dissem

inate the
innovations or outstanding traditional know

ledge.  Value addition
is very im

portant for harnessing the full potential of the idea.
N

IF has entered into M
O

U
 w

ith C
SIR

 and Indian C
ouncil of

M
edical R

esearch (IC
M

R
) besides other organizations.  C

SIR
has allocated funds to support research on grassroots
innovations in C

S
IR

 labs.  S
im

ilarly, IC
M

R
 supports

research on such herbal healing know
ledge, w

hich
has not been docum

ented in the classical texts and form
al

institutional literature. N
IF also helps in generating a very large

pool of open source / public dom
ain technologies.  A sm

all
num

ber of innovations are also protected by patents and
other IPR

s.
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O

W
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G
E FO

R H
IM

A
LA

YA
S

For m
ost innovators, attracting risk capital for converting

innovations into enterprise is very difficult. They neither can
offer m

uch collateral nor are they able to develop business plan
or deal w

ith form
al R

&D
 system

.

A M
icro Venture Innovation Fund (M

VIF) has been set up w
ith

the help of SID
BI to provide risk capital for technologies at

different stages of incubation. U
nder single signature, innovators

are trusted and investm
ents are m

ade to help them
 com

m
ercialise

their innovations. M
ost innovators do not m

ake good
entrepreneurs. For entrepreneurship, one has to m

ake consistent
batch by batch production of products.  Innovators are often
incorrigible im

provisers.  They seldom
 m

ake tw
o things alike.

N
IF has helped such innovators to license their technologies to

third party entrepreneurs.  M
ost of the licenses have been given

to sm
all entrepreneurs and in a few

 cases, to m
edium

 enterprises.

A very elaborate benefit sharing system
 has been developed,

governed by the Prior Inform
ed C

onsent (PIC
) of the know

ledge

The H
oney B

ee N
etw

ork strongly believes in sharing know
ledge am

ong the
providers of innovations in their ow

n language, w
hich is achieved by publishing

local language versions of H
oney B

ee new
sletter. It also ensures that a fair

share of benefits arising from
 com

m
ercial exploitation of local know

ledge and
innovations reaches the innovators and know

ledge providers.
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providers.  Attem
pt is m

ade to share benefits not only w
ith the

innovators but also w
ith their com

m
unities and for nature

conservation.  In addition, a sm
all part is kept for contingency

support to needy innovators, for R
&D

 stakeholders, prom
oting

w
om

en’s innovations and m
eeting overhead costs.

It is rem
arkable that grassroots innovations are generating global

dem
and, as evident from

 inquiries from
 around fifty-five countries

for various technologies, N
IF has succeeded in com

m
ercializing

products across countries in six continents apart from
 being

successful in m
aterialising thirty cases of technology licensing

w
ith the help of partner agencies.

W
hat has it done?

W
ith m

ajor contribution from
 the H

oney Bee N
etw

ork, N
IF has

been able to build up a database of m
ore than 1,00,000 ideas,

innovations and traditional know
ledge practices from

 over 500
districts of the country.

N
IF has filed 182 patents in India and seven in U

S and one PC
T

application. O
ut of these, 33 patents have been granted to

grassroots innovations in India and four in U
S.  N

IF has funded
113 projects under M

VIF to the extent of R
s.1.3 crores.  H

undreds

of technologies have diffused through farm
er to farm

er social
netw

ork.

N
IF has proved that Indian innovators can m

atch anyone in the
w

orld w
hen it com

es to solving problem
s creatively. W

here they
perform

 better than the rest is in generating m
ore affordable

sustainable solutions by using local resources frugally.

Those w
ho see poor only as the consum

er of cheap goods, m
iss

the know
ledge richness at the grassroots level.  The Poor can be

the Providers also.

The G
rassroots to G

lobal (G
2G

) m
odel that N

IF is propagating is
all set to change the w

ay the w
orld looks at the creativity and

innovations at grassroots.

H
ow

 can state governm
ent join hands w

ith N
IF?

a.
N

IF has no field extension unit nor does it w
ant to have

one. H
ow

ever, state governm
ent has several field

functionaries in the field of agriculture, education, industry,
rural developm

ent, w
om

en and child care, forestry, etc.
There can be a very fruitful partnership betw

een N
IF as a

source of innovative ideas and technologies and state
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governm
ent as partner in dissem

ination, value addition and
even com

m
ercialization through incentives, prom

otion,
subsidies, etc.

b.
State governm

ent can join the national cam
paign for

scouting innovations and traditional know
ledge and m

otivate
its grassroots functionaries to join hands to help in
uncovering the talent at the com

m
unity level.

c.
Students in schools and colleges can be m

otivated to scout
creative and innovative people in their neighbourhoods
and send the entries to N

IF (P
ost B

ox N
o.15051,

Am
bavadi, Ahm

edabad 380 015, cam
paign@

nifindia.org).
Exam

ples of innovations can also be included in the
curriculum

 of the school children.

d.
D

em
onstrations and trials can be organized at various

regional research stations, KVKs (Krishi Vigyan Kendras)
so as to create aw

areness about the creative potential of
com

m
on people.

e.
The research institutions can be m

andated to add value to
the know

ledge of innovative people and help in protecting
their know

ledge rights.
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f.
O

n the state’s w
ebsite, link to N

IF can be given and the
innovations from

 the region can be displayed to put forw
ard

the creative face of the state before the people.

g.
Som

e of the innovative people identified by N
IF and/or

state governm
ent could be aw

arded at district and state
level besides giving them

 support for further w
ork.

h.
A nodal officer could be appointed to keep a dynam

ic
touch w

ith N
IF to ensure that all the areas of possible

cooperation are explored.

I hope that N
IF w

ould be able to develop a functional, fruitful and
fulfilling relationship w

ith the governm
ent of S

ikkim
 state.

Trem
endously rich know

ledge of biodiversity and environm
ent

can be leveraged through the proposed association.

Anil K G
upta

E
xecutive Vice C

hairperson, N
IF,  A

hm
edabad

P
rofessor, Indian Institute of M

anagem
ent,

Ahm
edabad

anilg@
nifindia.org
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 m
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o
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g
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 d
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d
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n
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- D

r. A
.P

.J. A
b

d
u

l K
alam
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h

e p
u
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o
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n
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n

 is to
 create a n
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d
ivid

u
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an
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n
 o

r fo
r so

ciety at larg
e”.

- D
r. R

.A
. M

ash
elkar





U
ses of Abrus precatorius L. (C

hirm
i/K

onch)

Source: N
ational Innovation Foundation

database

N
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u
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d
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C
annabis sativa L. are m

ixed in honey and tablets are
m

ade. O
ne tablet is given tw

ice a day for three to four
w

eeks
-A

m
i C

hand, K
angra, H

im
achal P

radesh

B
ald

n
ess

S
eeds are ground into a paste and applied on the scalp

along w
ith honey

-M
angilal P

urohit, C
huru, R

ajasthan

M
o

u
th

 u
lcer

Juice extracted from
 the green leaves is applied on the

ulcers
- C

hhitar Lal G
urjar, S

aw
ai M

adhopur, R
ajasthan

S
to

m
ach

ach
e

S
eeds (100 gm

) are taken w
ith ghee or butter for relief

- K
alpana, T

richy, T
am

il N
adu

K
n

ee p
ain

S
eeds (6 gm

) are taken orally w
ith m

ilk for 14 days
- P

avan M
ehra, S

ikar, R
ajasthan

U
ses from

 C
lassical C

odifed Literature

D
ried leaves and roots’ pow

der is given orally in case of
eye com

plaint 1; decoction of the young leaves is given
orally for cough

2;  leaf pow
der is given orally in case of

urine problem
s

3;  seeds’ extract is used in sciatica
3.

It is one of the ingredients of ‘T
ranquil’ 4 for reliving stress

a
n
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n
xie

ty. T
e

n
 p

a
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n
ts h

a
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 b
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 fo
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a
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e
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n
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r

5, o
ra

l
contraceptive

6, etc.
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N
asal b

leed
in

g
Leaves are ground into a paste, w

hich is applied on the
top of the nose
- P

uran C
hand, K

angra, H
im

achal P
radesh

H
ead

ach
e

E
qual am

ounts of roots of bel and leaves of Leucas
aspera L. are ground into a paste and applied
- B

hadi R
am

 B
harali, G

uw
ahati, A

ssam

D
iab

etes
150m

l of the juice extracted from
 the pounded roots is

adm
inistered orally

- M
aibum

 Lolito M
eitei, B

ishem
pur, M

anipur

Jau
n

d
ice

Juice extracted from
 leaves or fruits is given orally

- N
gairangbam

 S
antosh S

ingh, Im
phal E

ast, M
anipur

E
ye d

iseases
Juice is extracted from

 the green leaves and tw
o drops

are put in the eye
- K

um
ari N

igar P
ravin, H

azaribag, Jharkhand

M
en

o
rrh

ag
ia

Leaves’ paste is adm
inistered orally to control the

disorder
- R

ani B
. B

hagat, P
une, M

aharashtra

F
ever

Leaves of bel and chirayata (A
ndrographis paniculata

(B
urm

.f.) W
all.ex N

ees) 250g each are boiled in a litre of
w

ater to obtain a decoction of 250g. 100g decoction is
given to the patient tw

ice a day for seven days
- S

indhoo K
um

ari, G
opalganj, B

ihar

Source: http://w
w

w
.banana-tree.com

/
catalog%

 20im
ages/im

age298.jpg

B
urnt fruit pulp is applied for rheum

atic arthritis
7; 10g

fruit pulp is given before sleep to overcom
e m

orning
sickness

8; fruit rind is applied externally on hair to kill
h

e
a

d
lice

9.

‘B
a

e
l’ 1

0, p
re

p
a

re
d

 fro
m

 A
e

g
le

 is u
se

d
 in

 d
ia

rrh
o

e
a

,
d

yse
n

te
ry a

n
d

 G
I d

iso
rd

e
rs. It h

a
s d

ig
e

stive
 a

n
d

carm
inative properties. Lukol’s

10 tonic is m
ade from

this plant along w
ith other plants. It im

proves uterine
circu

la
tio

n
, a

n
d

 its a
n

tim
icro

b
ia

l a
n

d
 a

strin
g

e
n

t
actions on the m

ucous m
em

brane of the genital
syste

m
 a

lso
 h

e
lp

 co
n

tro
l le

u
co

rrh
e

a
. ‘B

ilw
a

’ 1
1, a

product of A
egle is used as a m

edicine to cure a
num

ber of diseases. F
ifty-three patents have been

granted on the m
edicinal applications of A

egle for
curing diabetes

12, gastric ulcer
13 etc.

N
IF D

atabase

U
ses in C

lassical C
odified Literature

S
u

n
stro

ke
Juice extracted from

 the fresh leaves is taken orally
- V

ijaya B
harati, H

azaribag, Jharkhand

In
testin

al w
o

rm
s

Juice extracted from
 the green leaves is taken orally

- Jagjeet B
ahadur, S

itapur, U
ttar P

radesh

D
iarrh

o
ea

P
ulp of the ripen fruit is taken

- Jagjeet B
ahadur, S

itapur, U
ttar P

radesh

V
eterin

ary p
ractice

A
b

d
o

m
in

al p
ain

Leaves of A
egle

 and E
uphorbia neriifolia

 L., flow
er of

T
agetes erecta L., are m

ixed w
ith fodder and fed to the

a
n

im
a

l
- D

ipendra K
um

ar, E
ast C

ham
paran, B

ihar

U
ses of Aegle m

arm
elos (L.) C

orr. (Bel)
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W
ound

P
aste of bark and leaves is applied on infectious w

ound
- R

obert L. H
am

te, A
izaw

l, M
izoram

G
astric

F
ew

 leaves are ground w
ith black pepper and taken

orally before food
-  Indra K

anta O
jha, S

ibsagar, A
ssam

A
sth

m
a

D
ecoction of bark is given orally

- R
obert L. H

am
te, A

izaw
l, M

izoram

F
ever

P
ow

dered bark (50g) is taken w
ith w

ater thrice a day
- K

utuva B
irhorni, K

oderm
a, Jharkhand

S
to

m
ach

ach
e

Juice extracted from
 bark (20g) is adm

inistered orally
- P

rishila T
uddu, H

azaribag, Jharkhand

H
ead

ach
e

Juice extracted from
 bark (20g) is given orally

- P
rishila T

uddu, H
azaribag, Jharkhand

Jo
in

t p
ain

B
ark paste is applied on aching joint
- P

rishila T
uddu, H

azaribag, Jharkhand

P
so

riasis
S

eed oil is taken orally for 21 days
- P

. D
. W

alikar, B
agalkot, K

arnataka

U
ses of Alstonia scholaris (L.) Br. (C

hataw
an)

Source: http://w
w

w
.m

ytho-fleurs.com
/im

ages/
Fleurs_du_Vietnam

/Alstonia_scholaris.jpg

.

N
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U
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T
he bark is used against skin diseases and rheum

atism
14;

the root juice is taken w
ith m

ilk to cure leprosy
14;  fresh

bark is put in w
ater to draw

 out the latex in it, w
hich is

taken orally in case of tuberculosis
15; dried pow

der is
adm

inistered orally to cure diarrhoea
16; bark extract is

given orally to get rid of intestinal w
orm

s
17.

‘A
yu

sh
-6

4
 ca

p
./ta

b
.’ 1

8, p
re

p
a

re
d

 fro
m

 th
is p

la
n

t is
effective as an antim

alarial com
pound both for treatm

ent
and prophylaxis. F

ifteen patents have been found on
the m

edicinal applications like for use as an antipyretic
19.
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P
ow

der of dried bark is applied in case of leucoderm
a

20;
fru

it ju
ice

 is ta
ke

n
 in

 ja
u

n
d

ice
2

1; fru
its a

re
 u

se
d

 a
s

diuretic
21; root pow

der is applied in skin diseases
21.

P
ilex

1
0(V

ein care) helps support m
etabolic processes

involved in m
aintaining the vascular system

’s integrity
for optim

um
 health and appearance; P

urim
10 (H

em
o care)

is used for blood purification. S
ix patents has been found

on the m
edicinal applications of C

assia fistula like as an
antiviral 22.

U
ses of Cassia fistula L. (A

m
altas)

R
ingw

orm
P

aste of the scrubbed tuber is applied on the infected
part of the body for a few

 days
- K

um
ar C

handel, H
am

irpur, H
im

achal P
radesh

D
ysen

tery
E

qual am
ount of bark of C

assia
, M

angifera indica L.,
P

sidium
 guajava L. and S

pondias pinnata
 (L. f.) K

urz. is
ground into a fine paste. T

w
o spoonful of this paste are

adm
inistered orally

- N
iru P

atangia, S
onitpur, A

ssam

Cough
S

kin of the fruit is chew
ed in the m

orning
- S

antoshben G
am

ar, B
anaskantha, G

ujarat

M
outh sore

Juice extracted from
 the plant is kept on a banana leaf

and the leaf is burnt. The ash is then applied on the
affected part
-P

urna B
orah, G

olaghat, A
ssam

Stom
achache

D
ecoction of the fruit and jaggery is taken orally

- B
hagw

ati Lal K
um

aw
at, C

hittorgarh, R
ajasthan

Source: http://w
w

w
.bh-froe.com

/ZC
/im

ages/C
assia_fistula.jpg
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M
em

o
ry en

h
an

cer
Juice extracted from

 the leaves is adm
inistered orally

- S
avitri D

evi, K
angra, H

im
achal P

radesh

In
so

m
n

ia
P

lant paste is taken along w
ith food regularly

- K
hiroram

 B
arm

an, B
orpeta, A

ssam

T
o

o
th

ach
e

E
qual proportions of brahm

i leaves, onion and banana
roots are ground to m

ake a fine paste, w
hich is applied

on the aching tooth
- A

nil G
ogoi, S

ibsagar, A
ssam

A
n

o
rexia

Juice extracted from
 leaves (25g) is adm

inistered orally
- G

am
aliyal H

em
brom

, H
azaribag, Jharkhand

S
to

m
ach

ach
e

E
ating of fresh leaves helps alleviate stom

achache
- K

rishna C
hand, K

angra, H
im

achal P
radesh

D
ysen

tery
P

aste of leaves along w
ith black pepper is adm

inistered
o

ra
lly

- D
ipali B

orah, S
ibsagar, A

ssam

D
iarrh

o
ea

W
hole plant is ground and juice is extracted. T

w
o

sp
o

o
n

s o
f th

e
 ju

ice
, w

ith
 a

 p
in

ch
 o

f sa
lt, is

adm
inistered orally tw

ice a day for one w
eek

- O
kshongbung M

am
ang Leikai, B

ishnupur,
M

a
n

ip
u

r

U
ses of Centella asiatica (L.) U

rban (Brahm
i)

Source:http://w
w

w
.fitoterapia.net/vadem

ecum
/

plantas/FO
TO

S/C
entella%

20asiatica.jpg

N
IF D
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U
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odified Literature

Jau
n

d
ice

10g of the plant is ground, m
ixed w

ith w
ater, filtered and

the extract is taken
- V

ifiya O
raon, Lohardaga, Jharkhand

S
kin

 d
iseases

Leaves’ paste is applied topically
- S

avitri D
evi, K

angra, H
im

achal P
radesh

P
lant is taken as a vegetable regularly

- B
ablu B

ediya, H
azaribag, Jharkhand

H
erb

al tea
T

ea is m
ade using leaves of the plant to enhance

im
m

unity
- Jasm

it S
ingh, H

am
irpur, H

im
achal P

radesh

F
re

sh
 ju

ice
 fro

m
 a

e
ria

l p
a

rt is u
se

d
 a

s b
ra

in
 to

n
ic

2
3;

pow
der of aerial portion is taken to control high blood

pressure
24; the w

hole plant is used as diuretic
21; plant

paste is applied as a poultice in case of bone fracture
21.

‘H
e

rb
a

l T
e

a
’ 2

5
  is m

a
in

ly in
d

ica
te

d
 a

s a
 h

e
a

lth
 d

rin
k.

‘M
entat’ 10 im

proves m
ental functions, m

ental quotient,
m

em
ory span, concentration ability and stress threshold.

M
o

re
 th

a
n

 th
re

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 p

a
te

n
ts w

e
re

 fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 its
m

e
d

icin
a

l a
p

p
lica

tio
n

s m
a

in
ly o

n
 a

n
ti-d

e
p

re
ssa

n
t

activity
26.
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D
ecoction of boiled fruit is taken orally to cure cough

27;
m

ilky latex is applied externally to get rid of w
arts

21; juice
extracted from

 fruit is taken in case of constipation
21; fruit

juice also acts as a laxative
21.

R
efreshing fruit pack

10 prepared from
 fig rejuvenates the

facial skin. F
our patents have been found on m

edicinal
applications of fig like in treating tum

or
28 etc.

U
ses of Ficus carica L. (A

njir)

Source: http://w
w

w
.profizahrada.cz/im

ages_data/2837-ficus-carica-2.jpg

C
old

F
ruit juice is adm

inistered orally to com
bat cold

- M
ehnaza T

abassum
, A

nantnag, Jam
m

u &
 K

ashm
ir

G
astritis

T
w

o tablespoons of pow
der of shade dried fruit is m

ixed
in 200m

l of w
ater. T

he m
ixture is left over night and is

taken next m
orning

- K
um

ar C
handel, H

am
irpur, H

im
achal P

radesh

K
id

n
ey d

iso
rd

er
R

ipe fruit is eaten
- R

oom
i Jan, A

nantnag, Jam
m

u &
 K

ashm
ir

C
ard

iac p
ro

b
lem

Ju
ice

 (2
 sp

o
o

n
s) e

xtra
cte

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 fru

it is w
a

rm
e

d
slightly and taken orally
-S

arathy M
aity, E

ast M
idnapur, W

est B
engal

B
lo

o
d

 p
u

rificatio
n

F
ruit, if taken regularly, acts as blood purifier

- D
evaram

, S
irohi, R

ajasthan

B
leed

in
g

 p
iles

T
w

o fruits are soaked in half a glass of w
ater for tw

elve
hours. T

his w
ater is taken after tw

elve hours and sam
e

process is repeated until cured
-K

um
ari S

arita, S
ikar, R

ajasthan

L
eu

co
d

erm
a

B
ark pow

der (2 spoons) is given w
ith w

ater
-S

arathy M
aity, E

ast M
idnapur, W

est B
engal

N
IF D

atabase

U
ses in C

lassical C
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F
ruit sap is applied on corns

- R
oom

i Jan, A
nantnag, Jam

m
u &

 K
ashm

ir

Itching
T

opical application of leaves extract is helpful
-  D

ilber S
habir, A

nantnag, Jam
m

u &
 K

ashm
ir
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Jau
n

d
ice

Juices extracted from
 leaves and bark is m

ixed w
ith

jaggery. O
ne tea-spoonful of this m

ixture is given orally
- D

im
besw

ar G
ogoi, S

ibsagar, A
ssam

T
u

m
o

r
Leaves are w

arm
ed after sm

earing w
ith oil and tied on

the tum
or

- M
adhav S

hankar R
ao P

atil, Jalgaon, M
aharashtra

S
kin

 d
isease

P
aste m

ade from
 the leaves is applied topically

- M
adhav S

hankar R
ao P

atil, Jalgaon, M
aharashtra

T
h

o
rn

 p
ain

Latex of the plant is applied on the affected part
- M

adhav S
hankar R

ao P
atil, Jalgaon, M

aharashtra

E
czem

a
Jatropha oil (60 g) and bee w

ax (30 g) is heated at 60°
C

 and borax (1 g) is added in w
ater (10 m

l); both are
m

ixed together and stirred slow
ly on sim

m
er flam

e. T
he

resultant ointm
ent is applied on the infected area

- R
aghubir A

garw
al, H

issar, H
aryana

A
g

n
ail

Latex is applied on the infected part
- A

tilik B
aruah, S

ibsagar, A
ssam

P
iles

Juice extracted from
 the leaves is given orally

- C
hingakham

 B
inashaki D

evi, Im
phal W

est,
M

a
n

ip
u

r

U
ses of Jatropha curcas L. (R

atanjyot)

Source: N
ational Innovation

Foundation D
atabase

B
ark pow

der is taken orally w
ith w

ater to get cured from
pyorrhea

29; leaves are useful in ulcer
21; young branches

are w
arm

ed in fire and tied on the aching joint 30; latex is
applied on the burnt part 31.

‘Jatropha tincture’ 32 is used as a disinfectant, antiparasitic
and anticoagulant. T

hirteen patents have been found
m

ainly on the m
edicinal uses such as for cuts, burns and

w
o

u
n

d
s

3
3.

N
IF D
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V
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F
o

o
t &

 m
o

u
th

 d
isease

S
eeds are ground w

ith latex of C
alotropis gigantea R

.B
r.

and edible oil in sm
all am

ount. T
he paste obtained is

applied topically
- G

andubhai, D
ang, G

ujarat

U
ses in C

lassical C
odified Literature
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P
oultice of fruit is applied externally on abscess

34; the
fruit is used as carm

inative
21; oil extracted from

 fruit is
taken to get rid of tapew

orm
s

21; the plant is used to cure
rheum

atism
14.

‘F
airness cream

’ 10 im
proves com

plexion, nourishes and
m

akes the skin soft; ‘G
entle exfoliating w

alnut scrub
10’

gently exfoliates dead skin cells. T
hirty patents have been

fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 th
e

 m
e

d
icin

a
l a

p
p

lica
tio

n
s o

f w
a

ln
u

t in
antitum

or
35 m

edication
, for haircare

36, etc.

U
ses of Juglans regia L. (A

khrot)

H
air care

D
aily application of the oil on the scalp reduces hair fall

- Joginder S
ingh N

egi, K
ullu, H

im
achal P

radesh

W
ounds

T
he sap of the fruit is directly applied on the affected part

- N
asir A

hm
ed S

haik, A
nantnag, Jam

m
u &

 K
ashm

ir

U
nripe fruit rind is ground into a fine pow

der and
applied on injured body part
- M

ohd. Jam
al S

heikh, A
nantnag, Jam

m
u &

 K
ashm

ir

T
o

n
g

u
e clean

in
g

B
ark of akhrot is chew

ed along w
ith the leaves of neem

(A
zadirachta indica Juss.)

-S
hilpa Jain, R

ajkot, G
ujarat

S
w

ellin
g

 o
n

 b
o

d
y

O
il (50gm

) is m
ixed w

ith w
ith cow

’s urine (10gm
) and

taken
-S

hripal S
ingh, B

ulandshahar, U
ttar P

radesh

K
n

ee p
ain

C
ouple of fruits are taken everyday to get relief

- K
oushlya K

um
aw

at, S
ikar, R

ajasthan

M
em

o
ry en

h
an

cer
M

esocarp of  the fruit is ground and tablets are prepared
from

 it. O
ne tablet is taken orally thrice a day

- S
apam

 D
eben S

ingh, B
isehm

pur, M
anipur

N
IF D

atabase
U

ses in C
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Source: SR
ISTI D

atabase
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D
ried fruits are taken orally to get relief from

 cough
37;

decoction of dried flow
er is given w

ith jaggery as an
a

n
ti-fe

rtility a
g

e
n

t in
 fe

m
a

le
s

3
8; le

a
f ju

ice
 is a

p
p

lie
d

externally on ringw
orm

 and other skin diseases
38.

‘Lupin’ 39, is a m
edicine used for pain and inflam

m
ation

associated w
ith m

usculoskeletal and joint disorders. S
ix

patents have been found on its m
edicinal uses such as

in
 tre

a
tin

g
 L

e
ish

m
a

n
ia

sis
4

0 a
n

d
 a

lso
 fo

r its n
a

tu
ra

l
property as a dye

41.

M
alaria

Juice of the leaves is taken orally along w
ith honey

- P
rabati K

alita, K
am

rup, A
ssam

In
testin

al w
o

rm
s

Juice of the flow
ers is extracted after squeezing them

.
T

w
o spoonful of this juice are taken orally for tw

o days
w

ith a pinch of salt
- M

anoj K
alita, K

am
rup, A

ssam

H
air fall

S
eeds are crushed in w

ater and the paste is applied on
hair scalp
- R

ani B
. B

hagat, P
une, M

aharashtra

C
o

u
g

h
/co

ld

P
aste is prepared using three leaves and black pepper.

It is then taken orally w
ith w

ater
- A

shok K
um

ar Y
adav, E

ast C
ham

paran, B
ihar

F
ever

D
ecoction of the leaves is given orally

- R
.K

. B
heirosana S

ingh, B
ishnupur, M

anipur

Leaves (6-7), along w
ith ginger, are crushed to extract

juice, w
hich is adm

inistered orally thrice a day
- R

ani B
. B

hagat, P
une, M

aharashtra

W
ound

T
opical application of leaves’ paste gives relief

- R
anjeet K

um
ar, S

heohar, B
ihar

U
ses of N

yctanthes arbor-tristis L. (H
arshingar)

Source: http://prathom
.sw

u.ac.th/
panm

ai/pic/7-10110-002-110.JPG

N
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U
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odified Literature

P
ain

F
re

sh
 le

a
f p

a
ste

 is a
p

p
lie

d
 o

n
 th

e
 fra

ctu
re

d
 p

a
rt to

alleviate pain
- R

am
sharan D

hruv, D
ham

tari, C
hhattisgarh

D
iab

etes
D

ecoction of the leaves is taken orally for 40 days
- S

ham
a P

ravin, G
opalganj, B

ihar

Juice of the leaves is taken orally
- R

ani B
. B

hagat, P
une, M

aharashtra
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E
ye irritatio

n
Juice from

 ripen fruit is extracted and an equal am
ount of

honey is added. O
ne drop of the m

ixture is put in the eyes
before going to bed at night
- Indira C

handel, B
ilaspur, H

im
achal P

radesh

D
iab

etes
E

q
u

a
l a

m
o

u
n

ts o
f a

m
la

, T
e

rm
in

a
lia

 ch
e

b
u

la
 R

e
tz.,

T
erm

inalia bellirica R
oxb. are ground into a fine pow

der.
T

w
o spoonful of this pow

der are given orally
- P

ritam
 C

hand, K
angra, H

im
achal P

radesh

S
to

m
ach

 u
lcer

E
qual am

ounts of am
la and T

erm
inalia chebula

 R
etz.

are taken and pow
der is m

ade. T
w

o spoonful of pow
der,

along w
ith tw

o spoonful of honey and four spoonful of
w

ater are taken, m
ixed properly and adm

inistered orally
- G

una R
am

 K
anikar, G

olaghat, A
ssam

D
iarrh

o
ea

Juice of am
la, w

ith an equal quantity of lem
on juice, is

adm
inistered orally

- B
ina C

haudhry, K
am

rup, A
ssam

C
o

u
g

h
/co

ld
P

ow
der is prepared from

 fruits (4) and G
lycyrrhiza glabra

L. (10g). 5g of this pow
der is taken w

ith a glass of w
ater

- V
ed P

rakash, F
aridabad, H

aryana

Jau
n

d
ice

E
qual am

ounts of am
la fruit, ginger, black pepper and

turm
eric are ground into fine pow

der. O
ne tea-spoonful

of this pow
der is given w

ith honey
- N

agarm
al B

agaria, N
agor, R

ajasthan

W
ounds

P
ounded leaves are applied on w

ounds
- S

evaram
 B

haskar, D
ham

tari, C
hhattisgarh

 U
ses of Phyllanthus em

blica L. (A
m

la)

B
ark and fruits are used in diarrhoea and dysentery

14;
fresh juice of the fruit, m

ixed w
ith pure cow

’s butter and
honey, is adm

inistered to cure obstinate hiccough
14; juice

relieves pain in urine trouble
14; pulp (2-3g) is eaten w

ith
w

arm
 m

ilk to get rid of headache
4

2; pow
der of seeds

after m
ixing w

ith ghee is applied on the head to stop
n

a
sa

l b
le

e
d

in
g

7; fru
its a

re
 ta

ke
n

 o
ra

lly to
 re

d
u

ce
acidity

43; decoction of the fruit is taken to increase
blood count 44.

P
hyllanthus is one of the m

ain ingredients of w
ell

kn
o

w
n

 m
e

d
icin

e
s ‘T

rip
h

a
la

, C
h

a
va

n
p

ra
sh

 a
n

d
A

m
la

 h
a

ir o
il’ 1

0. S
e

ve
n

ty-six p
a

te
n

ts h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
found on its m

edicinal uses such as for diabetes
45,

liver disorders and im
m

une deficiencies
46.

N
IF D

atabase

U
ses in C

lassical C
odified Literature

G
yn

eco
lo

g
ical d

iso
rd

er
E

qual am
ounts of am

la, tapioca and cum
in are ground

into a fine pow
der. O

ne spoon of the pow
der is given

orally to cure the disorder
- G

una R
am

 K
anikar, G

olaghat, A
ssam

P
o

iso
n

o
u

s b
ite

A
bout 3-4 root pieces along w

ith a leaf of A
reca catechu

L. are chew
ed to get relief from

 the effect of poisonous
bites
 - A

nna G
angavarn, O

sm
anabad, M

aharshtra

G
en

eral h
ealth

S
e

e
d

s a
re

 g
ro

u
n

d
 in

to
 fin

e
 p

o
w

d
e

r a
n

d
 co

o
ke

d
 w

ith
ghee and sugar, and sm

all ladoos are prepared from
 it,

w
hich are then eaten

- D
haram

veer, Y
am

unanagar, H
aryana

Source: http:\\lh6.ggpht.com
_-_0Vm

9q0R
O
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5L2s

XAm
0uIAAAAAAAAC

uIq-hrckN
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D
SC

02118.JPG

P
A

R
T

 I :   H
E

R
B

A
L P

R
A

C
T

IC
E

S
 &

 P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

K
N

O
W

LE
D

G
E

 F
O

R
 H

IM
A

LA
Y

A
S

2
3



Tonsillitis
E

qual am
ount of leaves of S

olanum
 and A

lpinia galanga
W

illd. are ground and tablets prepared from
 it. O

ne tablet
is adm

inistered orally tw
ice a day

- Y
um

nam
 R

ajenkum
ar S

ingh, Im
phal W

est, M
anipur

Stom
achache

Leaves of S
olanum

, neem
 and V

itex negundo L. are fried
and adm

inistered orally tw
ice a day

- M
oirangthem

 M
ani D

evi, Im
phal W

est, M
anipur

N
asal bleeding

D
ry fruit (25g) is boiled in m

ustard oil (100g). The oil is
filtered and applied on the forehead
- S

ahim
 A

nsari, Lohardaga, Jharkhand

M
outh ulcer

Leaves are chew
ed

- S
hripal S

ingh, B
ulandshahar, U

ttar P
radesh

Cough
Juice extracted from

 the roots is taken orally
- P

riyanka K
um

ari, G
opalganj, B

ihar

Leaves of m
akoi (200g) are fried in m

ustard oil (20m
l)

and adm
inistered w

ith little salt
- S

ukhai M
ali, Faridabad, H

aryana

Jaundice
Juice extracted from

 the roots is adm
inistered

orally
- S

um
an K

um
ari, G

opalganj, B
ihar

U
ses of Solanum

 nigrum
 L. (M

akoi)

Source: http://thebegavalley.org.au/uploads/
tx_steverplantgallerySolanum

_nigrum
_02_black%

20nightshade.jpg

N
IF D

atabase
U

ses in C
lassical C

odified Literature

P
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R
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 I :   H
E

R
B

A
L P

R
A

C
T

IC
E

S
 &

 P
R

O
D

U
C

T
S

P
ow

dered fruit is given orally to reduce fever 30; juice
extracted from

 the w
hole plant is applied externally on

the burnt part 47; poultice of the plant is placed on the
aching joint 48; fruits are ground and taken orally to cure
diarrhoea

49.

‘H
erbolax’ 10  m

ade from
 S

olanum
 along w

ith other plants
is used as gentle laxative in case of constipation and for
electrolyte balance. N

inety patents w
ere found on its

m
edicinal uses m

ainly on hepatitis
50,51.
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Jau
n

d
ice

Juice extracted from
 stem

 is adm
inistered orally till

cured
- D

. K
. P

hukan, G
uw

ahati, A
ssam

P
iles

W
hole plants (50g) are boiled, dried and ground into a

fine paste. T
ablets are then prepared and one tablet is

adm
inistered orally to the patient thrice a day for 3-5

days
- P

ukhram
 A

ngouba S
ingh, B

ishnupur, M
anipur

M
ig

rain
e

S
tem

 of the plant (250g) is boiled in w
ater along w

ith
green gram

 (250g) and sesam
e oil (250m

l) till half of the
decoction rem

ains and then applied on the forehead
- S

tedim
on A

rackal P
aul, P

ort B
lair, A

ndam
an &

 N
icobar

Island

A
sth

m
a

Juice is extracted from
 the leaves and tw

o spoonful are
adm

inistered orally w
ith honey for 40-42 days

- R
am

abandhu M
ahajan, Jalgaon, M

aharashtra

C
h

ro
n

ic fever
W

hole plant (50g) and leaves of O
cim

um
 sanctum

 L.
(11) are soaked overnight and pounded together next
m

orning, and given to the patient w
ith honey or sugar

candy
-Jagjit B

ahadur, S
itapur, U

ttar P
radesh

D
iab

etes
 F

resh leaves (1-2) are taken em
pty stom

ach
- D

. K
. P

hukan, G
uw

ahati, A
ssam

U
ses of Tinospora cordifolia (W

illd.) M
iers ex H

k. f. &
 Th. (G

iloy)

P
ow

dered roots are taken for m
outh ulcer

52; pow
dered

plant is adm
inistered orally w

ith honey to get relief from
stom

ach disorder
5

3; the stem
 is bitter and is used as

anthelm
intic

21; decoction of the plant is given orally to
cure diarrhoea

54.

T
in

o
sp

o
ra

 is a
 w

e
ll kn

o
w

n
 m

e
d

icin
a

l p
la

n
t a

n
d

used to cure a num
ber of diseases in com

bination
w

ith other plants w
ith brand nam

es ‘G
eriforte,

D
iabecon

10’ etc. M
ore than hundred patents have

been found on its m
edicinal applications such

as an antiallergic
55, for cancer 56 etc.

 Source: SR
ISTI database

N
IF D

atabase

U
ses in C
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odified Literature

P
ow

der of the leaves (¼
 spoon) is taken regularly

- P
atel S

ingh, H
issar, H

aryana

Juice of the plant and radish is extracted and given orally
- Jagjit B

ahadur, S
itapur, U

ttar P
radesh

R
h

eu
m

atism
P

lant (25g), dry ginger (5g) and sesam
e oil (5g) is m

ixed
and soaked in w

ater overnight and next m
orning the

m
ixture is filtered and adm

inistered
- Jagjit B

ahadur, S
itapur, U

ttar P
radesh

V
eterin

ary p
ractice

A
n

estro
u

s
P

lant, along w
ith bark of C

assia fistula L. and leaves of
A

rtocarpus heterophyllus Lam
., is ground and adm

ini-
stered orally
- H

onnegow
da, B

engaluru rural, K
arnataka
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H
erb

al F
o

rm
u

latio
n

s
 fo

r H
ealth

y C
ro

p
s

~

S
R

IS
T

I S
H

A
S

T
R

A
A

rkhiben V
ankar, R

anabhai K
am

aliya, B
anidan G

adhvi, G
em

al R
ana, R

ajnikant P
atel, A

hm
adbhai  K

adivala,
G

ujarat. It flourishes the grow
th of the plant by increasing flow

ering as w
ell as fruiting besides overall vegetative

grow
th, w

ithout being harm
ful to nature as w

ell as hum
an being. It also controls sucking pests like w

hite fly,
heliothis, aphid etc.

S
R

IS
T

I K
R

U
S

H
A

K
P

opatbhai R
upabhai Jam

bucha, G
ujarat

It is an excellent rem
edy for leaf curl disease, w

hich not only controls the disease but sim
ultaneously

increases the vigor of the plants by increasing its overall grow
th.

S
R

IS
T

I S
U

R
A

K
S

H
A

C
om

m
unity K

now
ledge, G

ujarat
It is a very efficient treatm

ent for term
ite and acts as a vitaliser to the affected crops. T

o control term
ites the

herbal form
ulation is m

ixed w
ith sand and is spread in the field, som

e tim
es it is released in field w

ith the flow
of irrigation w

ater. In som
e cases it is also drenched in the affected part of the plant as w

ell as sprayed on
the vegetation to repel term

ites.

S
R

IS
T

I P
R

A
Y

A
S

C
om

m
unity K

now
ledge, G

ujarat
It is a highly effective form

ulation to act as a herbal grow
th prom

oter, w
hich also stops shedding of flow

ers as
w

ell as increases the overall grow
th of the plant. T

his form
ulation strengthens the plants internally and

enables them
 to w

ithstand extrem
e w

eather conditions. C
onstant use of this form

ulation not only increases
the yield but also reduces the toxic contents in our daily diet.

S
R

IS
T

I S
H

A
K

T
I

C
om

m
unity K

now
ledge, G

ujarat
A

 herbal grow
th prom

oter, w
hich helps in production of excellent quality organic food grain. C

onstant use of
this form

ulation not only increases the yield but also reduces the toxic contam
ination in our food and

environm
ent.

~
T

hese form
ulations are based on traditional know

ledge of farm
ers and developed by S

adbhav-S
R

IS
T

I
S

anshodhan Laboratory (w
w

w
.sristi.org). T

hese products are licensed to M
atrix B

iosciences P
vt. Ltd,

H
yderabad, A

ndhra P
radesh. T

he benefits are shared w
ith the know

ledge providers, com
m

unities, nature,
those w

ho add value and other stakeholders in the know
ledge and value chain.
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H
erb

al F
o

rm
u

latio
n

s fo
r L

ivesto
cks an

d
 P

o
u

ltry
~

C
o

ccicu
re

S
udakarbhai K

. G
auli &

 Jeevalbhai M
. G

auli, D
ang, G

ujarat

It is a unique herbal m
edication for prevention and curing of C

occidiosis (E
im

eria sp infections) in P
oultry.

T
he prim

ary function of the m
edication is to reduce the oocytes m

aturation and affects the life cycle of
various E

im
eria species.

P
o

u
ltm

ax
C

om
m

unity know
ledge, V

alsad, D
ang, G

ujarat

It is a unique herbal m
edication for prom

oting poultry im
m

unity. It cures sym
ptom

s like greenish diarrhoea,
conjunctivitis, nasal sputum

, drop in egg production and respiratory distress in poultry. A
bout 30g/100 birds

for 0-4 w
eeks &

 60g/100 birds for 4-8 w
eeks m

ay be adm
inistered for seven days in stress or for three days

before &
 three days after expected stress.

M
astih

erb
U

khardiyabhai S
. R

aot, D
ang, G

ujarat

M
astiherb is a unique intram

am
m

ary herbal m
edication for curing m

astitis in anim
als. C

linical trials indicated
efficacy of the m

edication over subclinical m
astitis; clinical m

astitis &
 chronic m

astitis. It w
as also validated

in case of m
astitis due to S

taphylococcus aureus. T
he dose rate w

as found to be single intra m
am

m
ary

infusion for m
inim

um
 3 days after adequate standardization.

P
A

R
T II :   H

E
R

B
A

L P
R

A
C

T
IC

E
S

 &
 P

R
O

D
U

C
T

S

~T
hese form

ulations are based on traditional know
ledge of farm

ers and developed by S
adbhav-S

R
IS

T
I

S
anshodhan Laboratory (w

w
w

.sristi.org). T
hese products are licensed to M

atrix B
iosciences P

vt. Ltd,
H

yderabad, A
ndhra P

radesh. T
he benefits are shared w

ith the know
ledge providers, com

m
unities, nature,

those w
ho add value and other stakeholders in the know

ledge and value chain.
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N
A

TIO
N

A
L IN

N
O

VA
TIO

N
 FO

U
N

D
A

TIO
N

, IN
D

IA

The com
petition

The N
IF, set up by D

epartm
ent of S

cience and Technology,
G

O
I,  seeks entries of unaided technological innovations and

traditional know
ledge developed by an individual or group

com
prising farm

ers, artisans, fisherm
en and w

om
en, slum

dw
ellers, w

orkshop m
echanics, students, local com

m
unities etc.,

in m
anaging natural and/or other resources. The innovations

can be in m
achines, gadgets, im

plem
ents, or processes for

farm
 operations, household utility, transportation, energy

conservation or generation, reduction in drudgery, creative use
of biodiversity, developm

ent of plant varieties, generation of
herbal rem

edies for hum
an or anim

al health or developing
new

 or any other low
 cost sustainable green technology related

to various aspects of survival in urban and rural areas. C
reative

ideas for innovative technologies w
hich have not yet been

reduced to practice are also w
elcom

e. C
om

m
unities developing

P
eople’s B

iodiversity R
egister (P

B
R

) or P
eople’s K

now
ledge

R
egister (P

K
R

) are encouraged to register/link their know
ledge

base w
ith the N

ational R
egister at the N

IF.

The aw
ards

The best three innovations and traditional know
ledge practices

w
ill be aw

arded  R
s 1,00,000, R

s 50,000 and R
s 25,000 each

in different categories. In addition, individuals and/or
organizations that m

ake extraordinary contributions in scouting
grassroots innovations and traditional know

ledge m
ay also get

aw
ards w

orth R
s 50,000, 25,000 and 15,000 respectively

besides recognition to m
any others.  There w

ill be several
consolation prizes of R

s 10,000 each in different categories
depending upon the num

ber of entries and increm
ental

inventiveness and potential social and environm
ental im

pact.
Three m

ost outstanding innovative ideas m
ay be given prizes

of R
s 50,000, 25,000 and 15,000 in addition to consolation

prizes of R
s 5,000 each. There are special prizes for innovations

by or dealing w
ith, physically challenged people. T

he

innovations /ideas of professionally  trained  persons are not
considered for aw

ard or financial support. There are special
aw

ards for journalists w
riting about grassroots innovations and/

or traditional know
ledge and creating greater aw

areness about
N

IF’s m
issions. The aw

ard m
oney m

ay be revised in due course.

Students
Young inventors and innovators are invited to send their ideas or
innovations for a special category of aw

ards for them
. These

should be unsupervised, an outcom
e of their ow

n creativity,
w

ithout any support from
 their teachers or outsiders. There w

ill
be prizes w

orth R
s 15,000, 10,000 and R

s 7,500 for the best
three entries and several consolation prizes of R

s 5,000 each in
this category.

H
ow

 to participate
Individuals or groups m

ay send as m
any entries as they w

ish on
plain paper providing a) genesis of the innovation and traditional
know

ledge b) its background and c) educational qualification
and occupation, accom

panied by photographs and/or videos if
possible and any other inform

ation that m
ay help in replicating

the innovations/traditional know
ledge. H

erbal entries m
ay be

accom
panied by dried plant sam

ples to enable proper
identification procedure. The Sixth N

ational C
om

petition started
on February 1, 2007 and entries w

ould be accepted till
D

ecem
ber 31, 2008. E

very entry should include the full postal
address to facilitate further com

m
unications.

W
here to send entries?

N
ational C

oordinator (S
couting &

 D
ocum

entation), N
ational

Innovation Foundation, B
ungalow

 N
o. 1 S

atellite C
om

plex,
P

rem
chand N

agar R
oad, A

hm
edabad 380015 G

ujarat
Toll Free N

o 1800 233 5555  Fax: (079) - 2673 1903
em

ail: cam
paign@

nifindia.org; w
w

w
.nifindia.org

The Sixth N
ational Biennial C

om
petition for G

reen G
rassroots U

naided Technological
Innovations and Traditional K

now
ledge

Co-sponsors

H
oney B

ee N
etw

ork

 C
SIR

SR
ISTI

 IIM
-A
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